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Postal Placenames of Georgia

By C. Scott Ward

his article is associated with a series focusing on placenames of Georgia post offices, their locations, and

postal history. Some are well-known towns while others are tiny communities, some no more than

crossroads, that had operating post offices. These places and their post offices operated during the prewar
years (1790-1861) as well as during the Confederacy (1861-1865). Some are still functional, and others have
vanished.

The placename often references an individual’s name, waterway, landmark, or geographical feature. These
articles will explore these origins and places.

Warwoman, Georgia

Warwoman. This is one of the most unusual town or community names that exists in Georgia. Warwoman is
located in rural Rabun County, outside the town of Clayton. Today, the only recollections of this place name are a
road called Warwoman Road and a state recreation area named Warwoman Dell through which War Woman Creek
flows. It is the author’s opinion that Warwoman existed as a community and not a town. The Rabun County
Historical Society seems to agree as they cannot identify an exact place where a town may have been located.

The Post Office was likely a general store or perhaps even the postmaster’s house. The post office has been listed
as “War Woman” and “Warwoman”.

The history of the origin of the place name is described in two versions and is still debated. One version
originated before the American Revolution when Nancy Morgan Hart and her husband lived by the creek. Nancy
was known as the “war woman” by the Native
Americans of the area. This monicker was the
result of her defense of her homestead against
the British, where she killed six British
soldiers who invaded her home (Figure 1).

Another origin of the name refers to a
Cherokee woman Nanyehi (¢.1738 — ¢.1823)
(English name Nancy Ward) (Figure 2, next
page), who was a political leader of the
Cherokee. She advocated for peaceful
coexistence with European Americans and,
late in life, spoke out for Cherokee retention of
tribal hunting lands

Figure 1. Artist’s rendering of Nancy Hart
defending her home against British
invaders. (Courtesy of Women and the
American Story.org)
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The cover in Figure 3 shows that the postmaster applied a
manuscript cancellation marking of “Warwoman Ga” dated July 5
(1862). This would indicate that this is the correct spelling of the place
name. The post office operated for eight years, beginning in 1858
through the Civil War until it was discontinued on July 7, 1866. The Figure 3 cover is the only Warwoman marking
during the Civil War the author has seen.

The cover is fashioned from floral wallpaper and has a CSA #1 five-cent
green, stone 2 adhesive. This is a scarce use of the CSA #1 stamp on a wallpaper
cover prior to late 1862.

Figure 2. Cherokee leader
“Nancy Ward.”

-
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Figure 3. To Athens, Ga c/o John Rittles. Images showing cover’s folded and unfolded flap.

The five-cent stamp would have been the correct postage since the letter was addressed to Athens Ga., which is
less than 500 miles from Warwoman. An additional manuscript “Paid 5” is also included. A plausible explanation
for the ms “Paid 5” in addition to the five-cent stamp is that the rate for all mail, regardless of distance changed to
ten cents, just four days prior, and the sender was unaware, thus paying the additional five cents at the post office.
Stamp and envelope have toned spots, possibly from molasses-based gum used to affix stamp.

Today, Warwoman Road is a well-traveled route from Clayton to Ga. Hwy. 28 and War Woman Dell is a
population recreation area.
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Editor’s Note

For the postcard enthusiast, Warwoman Dell postcards are vintage collectibles, often from the 1930s-1940s,
showcasing the scenic Warwoman Road near Clayton, Georgia. The cards highlight features built by the Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC), such as trout pools and picnic spots, often featuring beautiful mountain scenery or real
photos of the era.

A 1940s real photo postcard (postally unused), below left, shows a Warwoman Dell picnic area.

The card on the right shows a Warwoman Dell
rainbow trout rearing pool.

A bridge over a creek along a trail at
Warwoman Dell is seen on the left.

- (Postcard images courtesy of Rabun
County Historical Society and eBay.)
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The Ansley Hotel, Atlanta, Georgia

By Tony L. Crumbley

ne of the grand items of Atlanta’s history is the Ansley Hotel that occupied the south side of Williams

Street between Forsyth and Fairlie streets in the Fairlie-Poplar district of Downtown Atlanta. Built in

1913 by Jerome R. Pound of Chattanooga, Tennessee, the hotel was named for Edwin P. Ansley, the
developer of Atlanta’s Ansley Park neighborhood. It is estimated that over 5,000 people attended the grand opening
of the $1 million property. In 1939, the hotel had 400 rooms, each with their own bathroom.

The cover shown in Figure 1 was mailed from the Ansley Hotel on September 13, 1920, and postmarked in
Atlanta.

Figure 1. A Sept. 13, 1920,
Ansley Hotel corner card
envelope mailed to Pittsburg,
PA. A pair of Scott #498e from a
booklet pane were used on the
cover.
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The caption on the cover’s letterhead enclosure (Figure 2) 2 R R
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HOTEL” and “ABSOLUTELY FIRE PROOF.” Attractive /’“‘/" i 7/’ S ‘(f_ /
and enticing marketing points for sure. R (:’ P £
'b%/,,,;'«. s ﬁz“‘f’ 7 ‘/'

(Editor’s Note: See an article by Michael Wing in the Winter //

2019 issue of Georgia Post Roads about the Hotel Winecoff T / " i — ¢ /
in Atlanta, another hotel that boasted being absolutely (, y 17 v g ol e = Sk
fireproof yet burned in a tragic fire.) P S— NP X Sy A ;‘/7 2
W K A7 .’
7L .1/,¢ e

The Ansley’s letterhead’s caption also seems to proudly 7A A e L %a : '
declare that the hotel has the ‘EUROPEAN PLAN.” This is / Zite £ / por armwll e
Crteott

somewhat curious given today’s definition that a European e S S opiee v Aeeo 7
. . . . Y /f ol s e/
Plan is a room rate covering only lodging with no meals, 2% 2 W ye /[ //,/,M_ %
drinks, or special amenities included. Arguably, that is not a A u«7"‘ o /' //i Z/ 7
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But certainly, this definition could have been different in
the early 1900s. Figure 2. The Ansley Hotel letterhead.
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The postcard in Figure 3 shows the hotel as it looked in 1915. Note that the hotel was named the “HOTEL
ANSLEY” and not “THE ANSLEY” as seen several years later on the Figure 1 advertising cover.

On the back of the hotel’s card (Figure 4) is printed
“THE SOUTH’S FINEST AND MOST MODERN HOTEL
SITUATED IN THE VERY HEART OF THE CITY
- CLOSEST TO ALL OFFICE BUILDINGS, THEATERS.”

| Rooms were rented for $1.00 or $2.00 per day.
|

| HOTEL ANSLEY, ATLANTA, GA.

e el | ‘TI"
S E

oGy, |

Figure 4. Address side of card.

HOTEL ANSLEY, ATLANTA, GA.

Figure 3. A postcard mailed July 3, 1915, from
Atlanta, GA showing the original
Hotel Ansley built in 1913.

The postcard in Figure 5 shows the
building as it looked in the early
1950s. By this time, the hotel was
completely air conditioned.

In 1952, the property was sold to
the Dinkler Hotel chain. The hotel was
renamed Dinkler Ansley and in 1953 it
was renamed Dinkler Plaza Hotel.
Somewhere along the line, the hotel
was remodeled and additional floors
were added.

Figure 5. A view of the Ansley Hotel as it looked in the 1950s while owned by the Dinkler family.
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Figure 6 shows a corner card cover for The Ansley A DINKLER HOTEL postmarked ATLANTA GA. AUG 2
1949, sent to Rockford, Illinois. The cover is franked with a three-cent Jefferson stamp of the 1938 Prexie series.
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Figure 6. The Ansley, A Dinkler Hotel, corner card cover.

It is reported that on January 30, 1961, Carling Dinkler, Sr. (Figure 7) plunged to his death from his private suite
on the twelfth floor of the hotel. Discussions were underway at this time for the Dinklers to sell the hotel. Problems
with this sale must have caused Carling to jump.

In 1962, the Dinkler once again made the news when Dr.
Ralph Bunche, Secretary/General of the United Nations and the
recipient of a Nobel Peace Prize, was denied a room because of
his race.

Dr. Bunche was in town for a meeting of the NAACP. Dr.
Bunche and others were forced to find lodgings in private
homes or the dormitories of Atlanta’s black colleges.

In 1964, after receiving the Nobel Peace Prize, Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. was honored in an historic congratulatory
banquet, Atlanta’s first bi-racial formal dinner in the hotel’s
ballroom.

In 1972, the hotel was razed and a parking lot replaced it.

Sources

http://enwikipedia.org/wiki/Hotel/Ansley
http://Atlurbanist.tumblr.com

Figure 7. Carling Dinkler. Sr. and his wife.
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Editor’s Note

Two intriguing postal history items associated with the Ansley Hotel are presented here. First, the image side of
the below postcard shows a painting depicting the burning of the Yazoo Papers.

HOTEL ANSLEY,
;> = ATLANTA, GA. v

MOST

The act of "Burning the Yazoo Papers" refers to the public destruction of the corrupt 1795 Yazoo Act and related
records by the Georgia state legislature in Louisville, Georgia, on February 13, 1796. This dramatic event was a
response to widespread public outrage over the Yazoo Land Fraud, in which the previous legislature had corruptly
sold millions of acres of state land at bargain prices to insider land speculation companies.

This event, understandably, had no association with the Ansley Hotel. Possbily the reason for its creation and
offering to hotel patrons was to showcase a “southern” event which would be entertaining to patron’s friends and

family members who received the card.

The second intriguing postal history item, touted as one of the largest hotel advertising postcards ever created, is
the below fold-out, bi-fold card displaying an image of the Ansley Hotel’s lobby.

ATLANTA, GA.

| The South's Up-to-the-Minute Hostelry

| - | |
| 306 ROOMS—FIREPROOF |  barsea.

“* » |
THE ANSLEY " PosT CARD I

Service and Cuinine Unexcelled

- |
WM. R SECKER, Manager ‘

L i

R R R

STV HENOIE N WM
VO VANYLLY
wA3TISNY 3HL.
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The Postal History of the Colony Cities in Georgia

By Michael Wing

Editor’s Note: This article is the first of two exploring efforts to establish in post-Civil War Georgia colonies
populated by Northerners. This history showcases intriguing postal history events and artifacts associated with the
towns of New England City, Fitzgerald, St. George and Homeland.

n the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, there were four notable efforts to establish colonies in

Georgia populated by Northerners. The post offices in these towns were created and largely staffed by the

colonizers. It is interesting to study the history of these towns, as well as the post offices that served them. The
postcards and letters from these colony towns reflect the importance of the mail to these internal immigrants.

Not Carpet Baggers

The Reconstruction period lasted from the end of the Civil War until 1877. These years immediately after the
war were characterized by efforts to integrate the former slave states back into the Union as well as to lift formerly
enslaved people economically, socially, and politically. These efforts met bitter resistance in the South.

In that atmosphere, pejorative terms such as Carpet baggers and Scalawags came respectively to be applied to
Northerners who emigrated southward and to Southerners who cooperated with them. Figure 1 is a contemporary
caricature by Thomas Nast.

Reconstruction stalled in the mid-eighteen
seventies. Unfortunately, many of its political
and human rights advances were reversed by
legislatures and the courts, relegating such
matters to be dealt with by future generations.

Georgia’s colony cities demonstrate that
Americans, even in the shadow of the Civil War,
could still agree and cooperate on important
matters such as building communities and, of
course, making money. A lack of acceptance by
their Georgia neighbors was not a problem faced
by the colonists.

Figure 1. Caricature of a Carpet Bagger by
Thomas Nast -- Harpers Weekly, 1877.
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Georgia’s Northern Colonies - From North to South

A map of Georgia (Figure 2) shows the location of ey
the colony cities. While there were only four, they 1+/New England City /

were literally situated from one corner of the state to % N
the other. |

New England City, chartered in Dade, Georgia’s | \
northwesternmost county in 1889, was the first, with )
the post office opening the same year. It was opened B2 Y
as simply “New England” in 1889. The name was '
officially changed to “New England City” on \ ‘1\
February 24, 1890. |

Fitzgerald, in the South Georgia county of Ben Hill, \ |
was incorporated by the state legislature in 1896. The \ _ A
post office opened the previous year.

Saint George, in Charleton County, was / \*’f‘}
incorporated in 1906, again with the post office . . > 2
_ ; : . - ; « Fitzgerald ¥
opening a year earlier. Saint George is Georgia’s \ :
southernmost town. ! - - 7
, .y
Charleton County was home to a second, colony \ W
city, Homeland, twenty-nine miles to the north of \'\ «JHo nu%elan d
Saint George. The post office in Homeland was el 7~
cl)ggrgled in 1907, and the town was incorporated in ——) Gt George
. o’

Figure 2. Georgia’s Northern Colony Cities span the state.
The distance from New England City to Saint George is
446 miles.

New England City

The land investment promotion that led to the formation of New England City was initiated in the late 1880s
when a group of eight prominent Dade County citizens, including coal and iron mine owners, sawmill operators,
and a physician traveled to the New England states seeking northern investors. In addition to their business
interests, these men were landowners. All stood to benefit from northern capital and immigration pouring into the
area. They were successful in stirring interest in the North. A delegation of wealthy New Englanders, led by former
Vermont governor Roswell Farnham, came south and liked what they found.

Dade County, because of its location and inaccessibility, had a long history of feeling alienated from the rest of
the state. It would be 1941 before a single road linked Dade County with the rest of the state. Apocryphal tales
existed that Dade had seceded from the State of Georgia, creating the Free State of Dade. It is not known to what
extent this feeling of otherness played a part in locals seeking out of state investors.

Dade County’s geological resources, primarily iron ore and coal, as well as low costs and moderate climate, were
attractive and the New Englanders seized the opportunity with Yankee vigor and cash. The New England Company
was chartered in 1888. An 1890 promotional brochure, (Figure 3, next page) is over sixty pages long and is
impressive for its detail and depth.
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Figure 4. A stock certificate of the New

England

wealth of Dade County did not yield the
expected immediate return, there was a
selloff by disillusioned stock holders.

(George

THE NEW ENGLAND COMPANY,

TOURTIEN MILES rROM CHATTANCOCOA,

EXTENSIVE COAL AND IRON PROPERTIES

—rv_

DADE COUNTY, GEORGIA,

"NEW ENGLAND CITY

THE GREAT MINERAL QUADRILATERAL

FORMED BY

NASHVILLE, KNOXVILLE, ATLANTA AND BIRMINGHAM,

Office at New Exgland City, Dyde County, Georgla.

DOSTON OFFIOE: Rooms 43 & 44, Mo 1 Bescon Street

THE SOUTH PUDLISHING COMI AN
ERAAT I an® PRATEML, T PANE TR, Sl S

Company. When the mineral

H. LaBarre Galleries)

Figure 3. A brochure of the New England
Company. This highly detailed advertising
pamphlet convinced many New Englanders to
invest and move South. (Hargrett Library,
University of Georgia)

Surveyors were sent to lay out what would
become New England City, with sites for
manufacturing, businesses, schools, churches, parks,
and residential sections. It would be located
fourteen miles south of Chattanooga on the
Alabama Great Southern Railroad which could
deliver the New England Company’s iron and coal
to outside markets.

i Cr ///IO, Ml _ S T
o - vsee S Ly o 1w T s =S - erre) ¥
of Vie /rr///r//.//uﬁ' «/ THE NEW ENGLAND COMPANY,

/,,////, prrl oty r-ﬂ/yr// Wi Lrekeid of Mie .y////_ (4 r'l////l/// o /9 sden

ol iy i rie gy o0 dwi vemeter o Hiri . r/%//ﬂ/l

T wxtoraks whepces the Bustcind §: Fpecnsseres hewe herets ulicritved Beer
ey ,,,,,/,7&;,./,/,, Cofomte seat al YA cngfhangs office en the ity
o - Aeiton 14 : s

i

,/77 o

New England City Takes off

A sophisticated campaign attracted additional investors. Stock was sold, (Figure 4) mainly in the Northeast, but
two Georgians were on the board of directors. The company bought 10,000 acres of iron ore land, 6,000 acres of
coal land, and 1,400 acres for a city site, which included 1,000 residential building lots.
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An 1889 map (Figure 5) shows the ambitious plans of the developers.

.....

= T T / |
GLAND CITY ‘

QUNTY, CA

( TALOR

PARK

Figure 5. A promotional map of New England City. A company headquarters and two large hotels
were constructed as well as other businesses and several homes. All the substantial buildings have been
demolished over time. (Leventhal Historic Map Center, Boston Public Library)

The town’s new post office was among the attractions mentioned in the promotional brochure. “The post office
and express office are already established where the New England company has it spacious quarters and their
building just completed.”

Even the postmaster’s
home was a point of
pride. “Mr. C. P. Day,
the postmaster of New
England City, has built a
large  dwelling two
stories high. ..” The
money came pouring in.

After 5 days, return.to

-

s »
T LT B e,

— O S S N S S

NEW ENGLAND CITY, GA.

The building began
L o™ : rapidly. Streets were
graded, two hotels were
constructed along with a
printing company, and
the local headquarters of
the  New  England
L Company.
Figure 6. This stamped envelope (Scott U367) is dated in November 1900 and bears the New England City
postmark and bulls eye cancellation. It was directed to company president and former Vermont Governor
Roswell Farnham. (Jim Forte Postal History)

Spring 2026 Georgia Post Roads Page 13



Homes were built for $1,500 each on the residential lots. Mining operations were opened. Bew England City
soon had a population of 4,000.

The cover posted in November of that year (Figure 6, previous page) is directed to former Vermont Governor
Farnham. He had been instrumental in forming the New England Company and was its president. The sender,
Thomas Cummings, who owned a coal mine that had been in operation for years, was prominent among the
Georgia investors.

Letters from New England

THE NEW ENGLAND CO, A oLA TN City, Georgia were often
NEW ENGLAND CITY, GA. /& S8 \ directed to the states from
R i ~)LJ =) which the town was funded

\7” 18 and populated. The cover

w CA posted in 1898 (Figure 7) is an
example on New England
Company stationery.

= e Figure 7. An 1898 cover on
0 ; 9 A ///’ ¢ New England Compan
2., X, L7 ¢ e o ew Engla ompany
e C V ‘/ stationery. (Jim Forte Postal
2y A A / 7 —_— History)

) ¢ / / {
e 8 = /7 s
'/""»"/1""’ ('( Y L1211 c

New England City Crashes

The flame of New England, Georgia burned brightly but
briefly. The company, the town and the post office were short
lived. Dade County’s mineral wealth was real, however some of
the New England investors had expected quick profits and sold
out when this did not materialize. They felt misled by the
company’s overblow assertions in its advertising. The New
Englanders quarreled bitterly among themselves with a faction
from New Hampshire being the most vociferous. The company
was only active from 1888, to 1894. There would be efforts to
keep the project alive by issuing more bonds, selling off land and
foreclosing, but potential investors had become skittish and the
project that was New England City, failed.

Figure 8. 2025 photograph of Massachusetts Avenue in
New England City. No trace of the former town exists.

The post office, commissioned November 27, 1889, closed in 1907. The postmaster’s salary reflects the decline in
business Postmaster earnings dropped from $146.38 in 1891, to $93.00, by its last year. The area of New England
City is now served by the Trenton, Georgia post office.

The city charter was finally revoked by the legislature in 1995. About 500 people currently live in the rural area
around New England City. Figure 8 shows how thoroughly time has erased the colony. Massachusetts Avenue, a
major thoroughfare in the heart of town, is a grassy country lane. The area is a beautiful mountain valley, far from
the mining and industrial center its founders had envisioned. The New Englanders lost their money, and Georgia
gained an interesting place name.
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Fitzgerald

The founding of Georgia’s second northern colony in deep South Georgia was not motivated by an investment
scheme that offered the prospect of quick profit. Generosity and a spirit of cooperation accomplished what a pure
profit motive could not.

The early 1890s were difficult years for America’s Mid-West. Farmers were suffering from a series of
devastating droughts. Help came from a surprising source. The farming lands of south Georgia, which during the
war had been called the “Bread Basket of the Confederacy,” sent trainloads of food to relieve the suffering.

Philander Fitzgerlad, who had served as a drummer boy

- L T in the Union Army, was by 1890 a highly successful

AMERICAN TRIBUNE'’S pension lawyer and the publisher of the American Tribune

g7 of Indianapolis. He was impressed with the generosity of

Georgians and conceived the idea of creating a colony city

in the South, not for rich investors, but for former Union

soldiers. In this effort, he had the support of Georgia

Governor William J. Northen, who was anxious to have

new settlement in the sparsely populated wiregrass region
of South Georgia.

S S The non-profit American Tribune Soldier’s Colony
. ] Company (Figure 9) was formed in 1895. Stock was sold
soldlars colﬂny compa“'. and 50,000 acres were purchased. A town was laid out in

the piney woods of Irwin County and home sites were

GAPITADL STOGK S$500,000.00. offered for sale.
Divided into 50,000 Shares of 51000 each.

e BRI S5 Lot g Figure 9. The Soldiers Colony Company brochure from

S Sily » Renies Samea, 1895, brought in thousands of Midwestern Union
Bead our pham snd o member. Purely mutusl, and orgass veterans to the wiregrass region of South Georgia.
oy s Wil o et e (Duke University Library)

to any ooe fumily.

THE AMERICAN TRIBUNE,
Rosss & Triduas Baldbang,
INDIANAPOLIS, IND

The response was great and within a
year thousands of settlers, mostly Union
veterans, from thirty-eight states flocked
to Irwin County. Far from expecting
windfall profits, the settlers were
veterans and farmers inured to hardship
and work (Figure 10).

Figure 10. 1895, pic1895 Fitzgerald’s
first settlers. They came to build a
town, from felling the trees, to saw
milling, to construction. They did it
with their own hands. (Georgia Digital
Library)
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They came to build
homes and lives in
Georgia. At first, they
lived in tents and shacks
(Figure 11).

Figure 11. The early
settlers called the new
settlement “Shacktown.”
This 1895 image demon-
strates why. (Georgia
Digital Library)

On December 2, 1896, the town was incorporated as Fitzgerald. Its growth was so rapid that by 1906 it was four
times the size of Irwinville, the county seat. The new county of Ben Hill was created with Fitzgerald as the seat. By
1910, it was a handsome and burgeoning small city of 5,800 people. (Figure 12).

Figure 12. View to the north from the cupola of the Lee-Grant hotel, 1910. (Georgia Digital Library)

From the start, founders took steps to reconcile the feelings between sections that were so recently at war. An
equal number of streets were named for Union and Confederate notables. The Lee-Grant Hotel, seen on a 1911
postcard (Figure 13, next page) was the pride of the downtown area. In local parades, Union and Confederate
veterans marched side by side.
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Lee-Grant Hotel, Fitzgerald, Ga

Figure 13. The 150 room Lee-
Grant Hotel, completed in 1898,
was the largest wooden structure
in Georgia at the time.

The residents who were so recently living Ak ‘ ) J oL 2R
in the North touted the pleasures of living in S SEJ 7 ‘ ,
the South to their friends and family back in ; Ce2 iy e Z@ ) 22 K&
their old home states. Figure 14 is a good S WU _Led ¢ priig 2evey :
example. The sender admonishes his friend in e g < e ” o ' Jo X
Nebraska to, “. . . come south and spend your e el s E s : k. -
last yrs. in sunshine and flowers rather than -
freezing in the bitter north. Live cheaper and longer.”

i

AR — T

PEST

h@ﬂ\-;

Figure 14. Fitzgerald’s Methodist Episcopal Church would have been
confirmation of the northern presence in Fitzgerald.
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The postcard bears a picture of the Central Methodist Episcopal (M.E.) Church of Fitzgerald. This image alone
would have carried a message in 1908, that may not be apparent today. The Methodist Church had split over the
issue of slavery. The “M.E. Church” was the Northern Church. It would not merge with the Methodist Episcopal
Church South until 1939. The use of this image on the 1908 postcard would have been a selling point to northern
Methodists, showing that Fitzgerald had a house of worship representing the northern branch of the denomination.

Fitzgerald’s success had a lot to do with being in prime farming country with good access to transportation. The
July 1918 cover (Figure 15) is from the Phoenix Warehouse, one of the many agri-businesses in town and the local
Purina dealer.

Figure 15. This 1918
cover displays the
American Postal
Machine Company’s
popular American Flag
machine cancel.

Jo EMORY RENOLTL

HANOVER PENNSYLVANIA

Fitzgerald, still known as the “Colony
City,” remains proud of its status as a place
of sectional reconciliation after the Civil
War. The city’s flag reflects this pride.
(Figure 16).

Figure 16. Fitzgerald’s city flag.

The Post Office Reflects the Growth

While the post office at New England City was situated in first class quarters in the New England Company
building, it was never in fact more than a small fourth-class post office during the eighteen years of its existence.
As the ambitious plans to create a city sputtered out, so did the post office.

The story of the Fitzgerald post office could not be more different. The land purchased by the Soldiers Colony
Company in Irwin County already had a small post office called Swan. The original owner of much of the land sold
to the Colony Company was the Drew family and a member of the Drew family usually served as postmaster after
the Swan post office opened in 1888. In the fiscal year ending in July 1895, David Drew, the postmaster of Swan
earned $86.58. Then the Union veterans came pouring in.

The name of the post office was changed to Fitzgerald on December 13, 1895.

Page 18 Georgia Post Roads Spring 2026



By July 1, 1897, Fitzgerald Post Office had receipts high enough to become a “Presidential Post Office.”
Postmaster David E Peiper, a veteran from Ohio, was earning $1600.00 and the office employed two clerks, both
northern veterans. The growth of Fitzgerald was just getting underway, and the post office provides another
yardstick for measuring the growth in addition to the city’s physical appearance and population. By 1907, the
postmaster was earning $2,300 and the office employed an assistant postmaster, three clerks and nine city and rural
carriers, mostly showing birthplaces in the upper mid-west.

Service that Leaves a Smile

1906

“"SERVICE THAT LEAVES A SMILE"
Addopted as Georgia State Slogan
Suggested by Alvin G. Brown

ALVIN G. BROWN

U.S. CITY LETTER CARRIER MDUI‘ED

- 1944

FITZGERALD, GEORGIA

One of the City Carriers was
Alvin Gould Brown from Keokuk,
Iowa. As a youth of nineteen, he
moved to Fitzgerald with his
parents. He became a mail carrier
in 1906. His business card
describes his title as, “U.S. City
Letter Carrier Mounted” (Figure
17). In addition to delivering
letters in the town, he was
secretary of the Georgia State
Association of Letter Carriers and
suggested the slogan of that
organization, “Service that Leaves
a Smile.”

Figure 17. Letter Carrier Alvin Brown’s business card showing his dates of service. (Ancestry.com)

Letter carriers, both rural and city, had duties in the post office beyond
simply delivering mail. Figure 18 shows Brown sorting mail. A 1921
Christmas season photograph Figure 19 shows Alvin Brown standing

next to his mail

Figure 19. Christmas season 1921. (Ancestry.com)

wagon,  adorned
with  U.S. Post
Office admonitions
to “Shop Early,”
and “Mail Early.”

The citizens of
Fitzgerald  were
apparently pleased
with his service
and after  his
retirement in 1941,
he would be
elected as mayor of
the city.

Figure 18. Alvin

Brown sorting
mail.
(Ancestry.com)
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On August 21, 1918, a
handsome new post office
building was opened in
Fitzgerald (Figure 20). The
Colonial Revival style, by
architect James Wetmore, is
seen on many other post offices
of the era all over the country.
Since the nineteen eighties, the
building has housed federal and
local government offices.

Today, Fitzgerald is a
handsome and thriving town of
over 9,000, with attractive
museums and other  sites
highlighting its unusual origins.

Figure 20. Fitzgerald’s post office building opened in 1918.
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Editor’s Note
Showcasing the colony cities of Saint George and Homeland, Part II of “The Postal History of the Colony Cities in
Georgia” will be presented in the Summer 2026 issue of Georgia Post Roads.
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