
The 

President’s 
Dispatch 

 

    At the November club meeting 
we had two first time visitors, 
Matthew Cartier and Bob Soeder.  
Matthew joined the club so make 
sure to welcome our newest 
member.  Richard Jackson gave a 
presentation concerning fraudulent offerings on eBay.  Steve Schmidt 
brought the brand new club copy of the 2015 Scott's Classic 
Catalogue to the meeting.  It is available to take home on a rotational 
basis.  Richard Jackson was the first to raise his hand so he was the 
first to take it home and it is currently with him.  John Tulloch 
volunteered to work out a process for circulating this catalog more 
frequently than monthly so we can get it in the hands of more than 12 
members in a year.  This catalog covers the worldwide stamps from 
1840-1940 in one volume.  Following the briefing and discussion the 
meeting concluded with a special auction.  We had 138 lots to bid on 
and over 60% of them sold and went home with 19 new owners. 
     It is that time of the year for annual membership renewal.  Annual 
membership costs $20 if you have your newsletter mailed as a black & 
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white hardcopy or $15 if you have your newsletter e-mailed 
to you ( no hardcopy ) .  Please fill out the attached 
Membership Renewal Form and either bring it to the 
December meeting or mail it to the Club Secretary, Bob 
Smith, with your dues.  The information you provide on the 
form will help us update our membership data for contacting 
you and knowing what philatelic organizations you belong 
to.  Also, it's been several years since our last Holston 
Stamp Club survey so please fill out the two page survey 
form and return it to Dick Odum.  It will help us improve our 
meetings. 
     Our next club meeting is at the Northeast State 
Community College Student Services Building on Thursday                                          

                  



Monthly Treasury 

Report 
 

 

Balance on hand Nov. 1, 2014          $1,353.56 
 

Total Income for November          $48.45 
       New member                            $15.00 
        Club Stamp Sales                     $15.45 
        APS Refund to the Club             $5.00 
        Donations to the Club               $13.00 
 
                            

Total Disbursements for Nov.       $210.08 
         Scott's Specialized Catalog     $164.99 
         Oct. & Nov. Newsletters costs $45.09    
                                                   

Balance on hand Nov. 30, 2014      $1,191.93 
 
FYI:  The auction contained 138 lots from 11 members 
and 85 of the lots sold to 19 bidders for $340.70. 
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(President's Dispatch continued) 

December 18 at 7 p.m.  VP Dan has renewed our use of this facility for 
2015  don't forget to put your parking pass on your vehicle dashboard.  
We will continue with special auctions so bring your items to the 
December club meeting.  Please remember to fill out the special auction 
sheets for your lots in advance ( two copies )  and mark the lots 
accordingly.  There will also be the traditional Holiday munchiestraditional Holiday munchiestraditional Holiday munchiestraditional Holiday munchies.  The 
officers will bring the supplies, drinks and ice.  The member are to bring 
any snacks they wish to share.  ( The food and drinks will be kept 
separate from the philatelic items. )   PleasPleasPleasPlease bring one special “ White e bring one special “ White e bring one special “ White e bring one special “ White 
ElephantElephantElephantElephant ””””  gift to the meeting to give away gift to the meeting to give away gift to the meeting to give away gift to the meeting to give away.  It must be something 
philatelic that you have and no longer want to keep.  It must be 
sufficiently wrapped ( Christmas wrapping is optional )  so that what the 
item is remains hidden.  We will have a “ gifting process ”  while we 
munch.  You will go home with something equivalent to what you brought 
or less….. Maybe.   
     The new Southeast Federation of Stamp Clubs website is up and our 
recent newsletters are posted there.  Check it out.  See website address 
at the bottom of this page.  
     I looking forward to seeing you all at the upcoming December meeting 
where we can talk about and have a lot of fun with stamps.  See you 
there!      

            DickDickDickDick    
             

*OUR MEETING LOCATION* 
Student Services Building at Northeast State Community College 

Located near the Tri-Cities Airport  

*OUR INTERNET WEBSITE* 
www.sefsc.org/holston-stamp-club.html 

Unless otherwise indicated 
by announcement in the newsletter,  

Holston Stamp Club conducts its regular 
meeting on the 3rd Thursday 

each month at 7 p.m. 

Hope to C. U. there 
 

Club contacts... 
President Dick Odum:      (423) 282-3343     odumrf@embarqmail.com 
V.P. Dan Hubbard:     (423) 328-7033     danhubbard9204@comcast.net 
Secretary Bob Smith:   (423) 817-1828      astrobob2@charter.net 
Treasurer Stephen Schmidt:  (423) 573-2947    pnc_steve@yahoo.com 
Newsletter Pat Koppel:      plkoppel@comcast.net 

There are a lot of things for you to bring to the meeting 

on December 18, so, to help you remember here is a list. 

           PlPlPlPlease bring with you to Meetingease bring with you to Meetingease bring with you to Meetingease bring with you to Meeting 

              Membership Renewal Form and 2015 Dues 

              Club Survey Form— both pages 

              Special Auction Lot 

              Special Auction Sheets (two copies) 

              White Elephant Gift (wrapped) to give away 

              Christmas munchies or snacks 

              Parking Pass. 

If you cannot make it to the meeting please mail your 

membership renewal form, dues and club survey form to 

Bob Smith.  His address is on the membership form. 



Stamp Subject of the Month by your newsletter editor 

   In the last few years there have been Sherlock Holmes movies put out by Warner Brothers (Sherlock Holmes in 2009 

and Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows in 2011 both starring Robert Downey Jr. and supposedly another Sherlock 

Holmes movie is getting underway), a BBC television show titled Sherlock starring Benedict Cumberbatch began in 2010 

(broadcast in the USA by PBS as part of its Masterpiece Mysteries series, and a CBS television drama series titled Ele-

mentary staring Jonny Lee Miller began in 2012.  As the best known detective in literature I figured Sherlock Holmes 

was probably a popular philatelic topical subject.  On the Internet I found many sources including The Philatelic Mr. 

Holmes and the Philatelic Sherlock Holmes.  Also the American Topical Association issued The Philatelic Adventures of 

Sherlock Holmes, a 72 page booklet, in 2000.  So I learned a lot.  The Sherlock Holmes stories were written by the Brit-

ish author Arthur Conan Doyle.  Sherlock Holmes caught the public's imagination in 1887 with the novel A Study in 

Scarlet.  Altogether Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (he was knighted by King Edward VII for his service during the Boer War in 

Southern Africa) wrote 56 short stories and 4 novels featuring Sherlock Holmes from 1887 to 1903.  At one point Sir 

Conan Doyle grew tired of the character and in a short story in December 1893 Sherlock Holmes died.  The public out-

cry for more Sherlock Holmes however forced Sir Conan Doyle to bring him back to life in more stories.  Sherlock 

Holmes on stamps started in 1972 with a single issue by Nicaragua and since then appeared on 

stamps from a dozen or more countries.  The Sherlock Holmes sto- ries appeared on stamps as well 

as the portrayal of these stories in the movies. 

 

 

The UK's Royal Mail issued stamps about stories and movies. 

 
 
 
 
 
The Royal Mail also issued a series of story stamp booklet covers. 

Alderney issued some very nice Holmes 

stamps. 

There are many more Sherlock 

Holmes stamps out there so if this 

topical intrigues you there are 

plenty of resources that will help 

you put together a collection.  
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2015 Holston Stamp Club Survey 

Name: ____________________________    

For us to improve we need feedback on the following Club activities  

Club Activity/Function: More of 
this: 

Okay as 
is: 

Less of 
this: 

Thoughts /Comments 

 Business /Introductions     

 Education/Presentations     

 Monthly Auctions     

 Quarterly Bourse     

 Newsletter     

 Club Stamp Buying Activity     

 Pre-meeting Activity     

 Socializing & Talking     

Please describe any modification/improvement suggestions you have: 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Subjects You Would Like To See Presented: _________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________   

 What are your collecting areas of interest?   Specific Countries of interest are 

on the next page. [Check all that apply] 

 As a result of the last several years of monthly auctions, please tell those 

bringing material to auction what you want to buy in the way of stamps, 

covers, literature& catalogs (foreign/US/topical/used/MNH/booklets/ souvenir 

sheets/Plate # coils / FDC’s/covers/postcards/maxicards/literature/etc. 

Stamps: ___________________________________________________________ 

Cards/Covers: ______________________________________________________ 

Literature: _________________________________________________________ 

Other: ____________________________________________________________  
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CLASSIFIED SECTION  
 

Items Holston Stamp Club members are interested in selling. 

 
Charlie (Dr. Rocks) Bartlett, is having a STAMP EXTRA SUPER SALE. 
 

            U. S. Stamps—Mint (mostly never hinged) 
            U. S. Stamps—Used 
            British Commonwealth (from A to Z) 
            World Countries:  6 Albums (from A to Z) 
            Mostly at 20% of Catalogue Value (some less) 
            Plus extra 10% discount when purchase exceeds $50.00 
 

   Isn’t it easier to leisurely compare the empty spots in your album when you search my extras (so 
you don’t buy duplicates)? 
 

   Bring your album(s) to my office, and I will bring my extra book(s) for you to search slowly. 
 

   I have a full set of Scott’s 2012 catalogues to use. 
 

   Call me for an appointment at (276) 628-4136 at my office, 432 East Main Street, Suite G,            
Abingdon, Virginia (or I may be able to meet you at another location). 
 

P.S.  I can even loan you one or more of these extras books for a month if that will suit you better!     
I trust all HSC members to return books in a timely manner so others can use them. 
 

Items Holston Stamp Club members are interested in buying 
  
Dan Hubbard is always looking to purchase used stock books of all types.  Contact me directly or 
bring them to the next meeting. 
 
Don Ashley (e-mail dwa7@bvunet.net) wants the following: 
 

   Uncacheted FDCs: any quantity, preferred left side free of address.  Address centered or to the 
right side and open flap highly desired.  Please advise what you have available. 
 

   Also interested in dual FDCs for joint issues with foreign countries. 
 
Ed Ferber is buying and selling government postal cards - US, Possessions, Canada, Caribbean is-
lands, WW.  Interested in mint and used, collections or individual cards, early or contemporary 
use.  Greatest interest in illustrated advertisement and unusual usage (e.g.: rare foreign destination, 
auxiliary marking, special delivery).  Please contact Ed at my.collie.dog@gmail.com or his 302-593-
4192 cell phone. 
 

Ed Ferber also desires collections or individual postal stationery items in mint, pre-printed or used  
condition that are unusual in some way.  Seeking specialty items such as EFO, plate variety, poor 
inking, mis-cut, fold-over, illustrated advertisement, exposition, twice used, special delivery, post-
age due, auxiliary marking (missent, damaged, train late and others).  Also want contemporary cards 
properly used in rate period with solid postmarks.  
 
Bob Smith is looking for early USA stamps, mostly Scott No. 500 and earlier in both mint and used.  
See Bob at the meeting for want list. 
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